
The lands around my dwelling 
Are more beautiful 
From the day 
When it is given me to see 
Faces I have never seen before 
All is more beautiful 
All is more beautiful 
And life is thankfulness 
These Guests of mine 
Make my house grand.   
                    - Eskimo 
 
 
In the house of long life, 
 there I wander. 
In the house of happiness, 
 there I wander. 
Beauty before me, 
 with it I wander. 
Beauty behind me, 
 with it I wander, 
Beauty below me, 
 with it I wander. 
Beauty above me, 
 with it I wander. 
In old age traveling, 
 with it I wander 
On the beautiful trail I am, 
 with it I wander.   
           - Navajo 
 
Pleasant it looked 
This newly created world. 
Along the entire length and 
breadth 
Of the earth, our grandmother, 
Extended the green reflection 
Of her covering 
And the escaping odors 
Were pleasant to inhale.  
                        - Winnebago 
 

Do you see me! 
Do you all help me! 
My words are tied in one 
With the great mountains, 
With the great rocks, 
With the great trees, 
In one with my body 
And my heart. 
Do you all help me 
With supernatural power, 
And you, day, 
And you, night! 
All of you see me 
One with this world!  - Yokuts 
 
 
I shall vanish and be no more, 
But the land over which I now roam 
Shall remain 
and change not.  - Omaha 
 
 
      TOMORROW 
 
We have wept the blood 
 of countless ages 
As each of us raised high 
 the lance of hate... 
Now let us dry our tears 
 and learn the dance 
And chant of the life cycle. 
Tomorrow dances behind the sun 
 in sacred promise 
of things to come for children 
 not yet born, 
for ours is the potential of truly 
 lasting beauty 
born of hope and shaped by deed. 
Now let us lay the lance of hate 
 upon this soil.  
                - Peter Blue Cloud 
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“Many are the names of God, and infinite are the forms that 
lead us to know Him.  In whatsoever name or form you desire to 
know Him, in that very name and form you will know Him.” 

Baden-Powell 
 

 
 



 
 

ON MY HONOR: 
I WILL DO MY BEST TO DO MY DUTY  

TO GOD AND MY COUNTRY 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
O Dear friend 
In search of 
My Beloved 
I wandered 
All over the earth, 
In far and distant lands: 
 
But on meeting 
With God 
My own courtyard  
Became the universe!    
 

 Kabir:  India, 1450 – 1518 
 
 
 
HYMN: America, the Beautiful 
 
Oh beautiful, for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain; 
For purple mountains majesty, above the fruited plains; 
America, America, God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea. 
 
O beautiful for pilgrim feet, 
Whose stern impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat 
Across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law.           
 

Katherine L. Bates 
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BENEDICTORY HYMN:  (Tune Edelweiss) 
 

Come, O Lord, be with us 
Fill us with joy and thanksgiving 
May our hearts flow with peace 

Come with Your love, surround us. 
Friendship and peace, may they bloom and grow, 

Bloom and grow forever. 
Bless us now, bless our friends, 

Bless all mankind forever. 
 

 
CLOSING BENEDICTION 
 
 

ON MY HONOR: 
 

I WILL LOVE GOD AND COUNTRY 
 

I WILL LOVE OTHER PEOPLE 
 

I WILL LOVE MYSELF 
 
 

May the peace of God and the love of mankind guide us throughout this 
special day and let our light so shine that men will see our good works 

and glorify God 
 
 
 

  
 

(Let us greet one another in friendship and fellowship as we depart to serve.) 
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REFLECTION ON WORSHIPING GOD THROUGH THE SCOUT OATH 
 
THE BOY SCOUT OATH: J. Spencer Kinard 
An Oath is a promise or pledge, a declaration of intent, a sacred 
commitment to a worthy cause. The legendary Knights of the round table 
took an oath to protect the weak, defend honor, and establish civil order.  
Their word became their bond and held them first to duty.  There is a 
modern parallel to these knights of old, a present-day brotherhood of boys, 
of men, of women who bind themselves to honor and to duty with the taking 
of an oath – the Boy Scout Oath.   
 
ON MY HONOR – Begins the pledge, a call to personal integrity and 
personal honesty which are only found in purity of heart.   
 
I WILL DO MY BEST – My best, not what is convenient or acceptable under 
the circumstances, but one’s best, unequaled, the highest standard of 
performance. 
 
TO DO MY DUTY:  To be at my post regardless of sacrifice or cause, 
disregarding danger or ridicule. … 
 
TO GOD:  to truth, to conscience, to the divine spark which inhabits the 
human heart; 
 
AND MY COUNTRY: My country, bought and paid for with the blood of 
friends and ancestors; a duty for a debt, which must be paid; 
 
AND TO OBEY THE SCOUT LAW – a law which is based on honesty, 
virtue, and strength of character; 
 
TO KEEP MYSELF PHYSICALLY STRONG  - because I know that the 
body and the spirit are one, and to diminish physical strength is to decrease 
spiritual strength.   
 
MENTALLY AWAKE – mentally alive, mentally challenged, always seeking 
ever wanting to know and understand.   
 
AND MORALLY STRAIGHT – Regardless of what others say or even what 
they do, I will value virtue, for virtue is power, an unseen force that moves 
men as well as mountains. 
 
This then is the Boy Scout Oath, a promise with manly principles of good 
intent.  It is a universal pledge for all who are duty-bound, for all who would 
be mankind.  
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Reflection of Duty: 
 
The Scout, in his promise, undertakes to do his duty to his country 
only in the second place; his first duty is to God.  It is with this idea 
before us and reckoning that God is the one Father of us all, that we 
Scouts count ourselves a brotherhood despite the differences among 
us of country, creed, or class.   
 
We realize that in addition to the interest of our particular country, 
there is a higher mission before us – namely, the promotion of the 
kingdom of God; that is, the rule of peace and goodwill on earth.   
 
…This is a higher realization and active service to God and neighbor. 

 
(Paraphrase of Baden Powell) 

 

 
 
 
 
Hymn:  Day by Day 
 
Day by day, day by day 
Oh dear Lord, three things I pray; 
To see Thee more clearly 
Love Thee more dearly 
Follow Thee more nearly 
Day by Day 
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ON MY HONOR: 
I WILL OBEY THE SCOUT LAW 

 
(ALL)  CALL TO PRAYER 
 
God of the sunlight, God of the sea, 
God of the twilight, God of the tree, 
God of the midnight, God of the day, 
God of the starlight, teach me to pray.   Grenville Kleiser. 
 
A PRAYER FOR SCOUTS “The Scout Law Prayer” 
 
Our God, make us Trustworthy, for there are those who trust us. 
Make us Loyal, for through loyalty we reach our highest ideals. 
Teach us to be Helpful, for through helpfulness do we forget our selfness. 
Make us Friendly, for there are so many who need a friend. 
Train us in Courtesy, for courtesy is the carpet on life's floor - It deadens the 

sound of shuffling feet and adds warmth to silence. 
Make us Kind, for kindness is the oil in the cogs of life's machinery. 
Insist upon our Obedience, for the final victory comes only to him who obeys 

thy will. 
Make us Cheerful, for cheerfulness is the green grass among the rocks in the 

path of life. 
Train us in Thrift, for thrifty habits brighten our future. 
Make us Brave.  Brave in the dark and brave in the light, but save us from 

becoming fakers of bravery. 
Help us to be Clean.  Clean in thoughts, in speech, and in deed.  And may we 

remember that our bodies are thy holy temples, and that any abuse thereof is 
to tamper with thy great plans. 

Above all, O God, help us to be Reverent towards all things which thou has 
made for our enjoyment when we are in thy great out-of-doors.  Among the 
trees, along the streams, and on the hillsides.  May we know that it was thee 
who made the waters to flow, the trees to reach heavenward, and the 
mountains to endure to all ages. 

In all these things we ask that thou wilt help us.  And may we never forget the 
Oath to which we all have pledged ourselves, so that through thy help we 
may live these points of our Scout Law! 

     Amen. 
 
 
 
MESSAGE: “___________________” _______________ 
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REFLECTION ON DUTY TO SELF 
 
I dreamed death came the other night,  
And heaven’s gates swung wide: 
With kindly grace an angel 
Ushered me inside, 
And there to my astonishment, 
Stood folks I’d known on earth: 
Some I judged and labeled 
As unfit or little worth. 
Indignant words rose to my lips 
But never were set free, 
For every face showed stunned surprise 
No one expected me!                  
 

Sisters of Mercy 
 

 
 
 
(ALL)  Prayer: 
 
Oh Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds, and whose breath 
gives life to all the world, hear me!   I am small and weak; I need 
your strength and wisdom.  Let me walk in beauty and make my 
eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset.  Make my hands 
respect the things you have made and my ears sharp to hear your 
voice.  Make me wise so that I may understand the things you have 
taught my people.  Let me learn the lessons you have hidden in 
every leaf and rock.  Oh seek strength, not to be greater than my 
brother, but to fight my greatest enemy – myself.  Make me always 
ready to come to you with clean hands and straight eyes.  So when 
life fades, as the fading sunset, may my spirit come to you without 
shame. 
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ON MY HONOR  
I WILL KEEP MYSELF PHYSICALLY STRONG,  

MENTALLY AWAKE, AND MORALLY STRAIGHT 
 
CALL TO SILENT PRAYER 
There are three sections in the Scout Oath:  Duty to God, Duty to Others 
and Duty to Self.  In our desire to meet our duties to God, country, and 
others, it is imperative that we acknowledge this fundamental principle 
and truth:  We are only able to truly meet with our greatest innate abilities 
these expressions of human love by keeping ourselves physically strong, 
mentally awake, and morally straight.  To prepare for our day may we all 
within our own personal reflection and faith worship through silent prayer. 
 
SILENT PRAYER:  Each May Pray in Their Own Manner and Custom 
 
PRAYER OF A PAWNEE INDIAN SHAMAN 
I know not if the voice of man can reach to the sky: 
I know not if the Mighty One will hear as I pray: 
I know not if the gifts I ask will all be granted: 
I know not if the word of old we truly can hear: 
I know not what will come to pass in our future days: 
I hope that only good will come, my children to you. 
 
I now know that the voice of man can reach to the sky; 
I now know that the Mighty One has heard as I prayed: 
I now know that the gifts I asked have all been granted: 
I now know that the word of old we truly have heard: 
I now know that “God” harkens unto man’s prayer: 
I know that only good has come, my children, to you. 
 
Hymn:  “Faith of our Fathers” 
 
Faith of our Fathers, living still 
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword; 
O how our hearts beat high with joy 
When’er we hear that glorious word: 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
We will be true to thee ‘til death. 
 
Faith of our fathers, we will love 
Both friend and foe in all our strife; 
And preach thee, too, as love knows how, 
By kindly deeds and virtuous life; 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
We will be true to thee; ‘till death.  
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 RESPONSIVE READING: 
 
“The Scout Law” 
 
Leader: The Scout Law is a guiding light to millions of boys and young 

adults throughout the world today, but the principles of the law 
have been brought to us from ancient days. 

 
 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.   

(Exodus 20:16) 
 
Scouts: A Scout is Trustworthy. 
 
Leader: He  who is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and he 

who is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much.  (Luke 
16:10) 

 
Scouts: A Scout is Loyal 
 
Leader:  You shall not take vengeance or bear any grudge against the 

sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself…. (Leviticus 19:18) 

 
 For the poor will never cease out of the land; therefore I 

command you, You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to 
the needy and to the poor, in the land.  (Deuteronomy 15:11) 

 
Scouts: A Scout is Helpful 
 
Leader: Love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in 

showing honor.  (Romans 12:10) 
 
 Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 

(Psalm 133) 
 
Scouts: A Scout is Friendly 
 
Leader: Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good 

for edifying, as fits the occasion, that it may impart grace to those 
who hear. (Ephesians 4:29) 

 
Scouts: A Scout is Courteous 
 
Leader: A righteous man has regard for the life of his beast, but the mercy 

of the wicked is cruel. 
 
Scouts: A Scout is Kind 
 
Leader: Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor thy 

first commandment with promise; that it may be well with thee 
and thou mayest live long on the earth.  (Ephesians 6:1-3) 

 
Scouts: A Scout is Obedient 
 

Page 4 



 
Leader: A glad heart makes a cheerful countenance, but by 

sorrow of heart, the spirit is broken.  The mind of 
him who has understanding seeks knowledge, but 
the mouths of the fools feed on folly.  All the days 
of the afflicted are evil, but a cheerful heart has a 
continual feast.  (Proverbs 15:13-15) 

 
Scouts: A Scout is Cheerful 
 
Leader: Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, 

and be wise.  Without having any chief, officer, 
or ruler, she prepares her food in summer, and 
gathers her sustenance in harvest.  (Proverbs 
6:6-8) 

 
Scouts: A Scout is Thrifty 
 
Leader: Be strong and of good character, do not fear or 

be in dread of them: for it is the Lord your God 
who goes with you; he will not fail you or 
forsake you.  (Deuteronomy 31:6) 

 
Scouts: A Scout is Brave 
 
Leader: Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?  And 

who shall stand in his holy place?  He who has 
clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift 
up his soul to what is false, and does not swear 
deceitfully.  He will receive blessing from the 
Lord, and vindication from the God of his 
salvation.  (Psalms 24:3-5) 

 
Scouts: A Scout is clean. 
 
Leader: And you shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.  This is 
the first commandment.  (Mark 12:30) 

 
Scouts: A Scout is Reverent:   
 He is reverent toward God.  He is faithful in 

his religious duties and respects the 
convictions of others in matters of custom 
and religion. 
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ON MY HONOR: 

I WILL HELP OTHER PEOPLE AT ALL TIMES 
 
 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.”  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And 
the second is like it:  “Love your neighbor as yourself”  
 
 
THE OFFERING:  For the World Friendship Fund 
 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYERS 
 
 
 
(ALL)  Oh God, you created all people in your image.  We thank you 
for the astonishing variety of people in the world.  Enrich our lives by 
ever-widening circles of friendship, and show us your presence in 
those who differ most from us.  Help us to be helpful to all people.  
Give us courage to reach out to others – especially those who are 
different.  Keep us friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful and 
brave as we continue Your service to mankind through Scouting.   
 
 
(ALL)  Give me a pure heart – that I may see Thee, 
A humble heart – that I may hear Thee 
A heart of love – that I may serve Thee 
A heart of faith – that I may live Thee     

Dag Hammarskjold. 
 
REFLECTION ON SERVICE TO OTHERS 
 
“And behold, I tell you these things that ye may learn wisdom: - that ye 
may learn that when ye are in the service of your fellow beings, ye are 
only in the service of your God.”  - Mosiah 2:7 
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