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Powahay District—Connecticut Yankee Council BSA 
 

Cub Scout Fall Field Day 
 

Chief Ponus Treasure Hunt 
October 15, 2016 

Hoyt Scout Reservation, Redding CT 
Fees: $15 Youth and $12 Adults (no patch) 

 

A Native American themed event with an emphasis on 
local Indian history and lore.  And we are recreating a 
Cub Scout District event from 1937. 
 

There’s treasures hidden up at Hoyt as Cub Scouts search for Chief Ponus lost son 
Oenoke Sagamore Ponus — based on an actual treasure search sponsored by 
Chief Ponus in 1640. 
 

Our weekend programs offer both fun and educational activities. Cub Scouts will 
learn about the American Indian tribes that previously lived in our area – their cul-
ture and rich traditions. They will develop an understanding of the importance of 
oral history as a way of teaching lessons and recording history. Boys can play a 
Native American game and learn the meaning and history behind the skills re-
quired to play the game. They will learn how Native Americans respect the spirit in 
all things and an understanding of their own spiritual needs. 

Highlights: 
♦ A treasure and nature hike to search 

for Chief Ponus lost son.   
♦ Quinnipiac Dancer—Authentic Native 

American Dance Interpretations 
♦ Eight Action Stations: 

1. Archery Safety and Shooting 
2. Chief Ponus Nature Study 
3. Dream Catcher Craft  
4. Inflatable Obstacle Course and 

NEW inflatable Hippo Chow Down  
5. Storytelling Stones & Native 

American Legends.  

6. American Indian Games 
7. Lost in the Woods? Hug a Tree 

and Survive from the National 
Association for Search & Res-
cue. 

8. Native American Animal Guides 
♦ Speak with Scouts all over the 

world at a Jamboree on the Air 
Amateur Radio Club Station 

♦ Learn about Chief Ponus and local 
Native Americans. 

♦ Optional overnight family camping, 
evening campfire, and movie 

This and more coming…  So mark your calendar for October 15 for a weekend of family fun.  Online Registra-
tion starts August 29, 2016.     Question — Contact John Hanks Activity Chairman at johnwhanks@hotmail.com 

   A clarion call for all boys between the 
ages of eight and eleven years old to 
join Cub Scouts was sounded by today 
by District Commissioner Harold Scrib-
ner, who has arranged a treasure hunt 
to be held in the rear of the Scout 
Cabin. 
   A page from the early history of lower 
Fairfield County in 1640, will be reen-
acted during the hunt. The hunt will 
follow the pattern of the actual treasure 
search sponsored by Chief Ponus in 
1640 when he called upon the youth of 

Recreating The 1937 Cub Scouts Chief Ponus Treasure Hunt 
his tribe to find his son, Oenoke Saga-
more Ponus, who became lost in the 
woods. 
   According to history, Ponus con-
ducted a seven-day hunt himself before 
giving the alarm. He then ordered his 
braves to distribute treasure all over 
the territory and sent runners to other 
tribes to announce that the treasure 
would be theirs, if they searched 
woods. 
   The Indian boys, under the leader-
ship of young braves, gleefully romped 

through the woods and searched 
caves, hidden nooks and other re-
cesses to recover the treasure.  Dur-
ing the course of their search they 
found Ponus’ greatest treasure, his 
son. 
   Coming back to the year 1937 the 
cub who finds Oenoke Sagamore 
Ponus will receive an Indian Hatchet 
as a reward.  After the hunt, Cubs will 
gather at Chief Ponus’ wigwam on the 
Scout Cabin grounds for a victory 
feast.       1937 Darien Review Article 


